larging step by step along the lines of human needs. These needs are ever growing and modifying. The test of the real live worth of any institution is its adaptability to the present, its ready modification to changing states of society, its power to grow.
The tracing of the past development of any institution is an interesting study for the philosophic mind. The looking forward into the probable and possible future development appeals to the imaginative and prophetic. But the practical worker at every step must ask the practical question, " What is the unfilled need to-day? What shall be the shaping of the next advance step that this need also may be served ? '' The Beginning of Hospitals.
In its inception the hospital was a charity. It was established to take pity on the sick and homeless poor, and was simply a poor makeshift as a last resort for the helpless and forlorn. As 
